AAUW Fort Worth History i.e. Herstory

     The Fort Worth Branch of the American Association of University Women began in 1925 as one of 13 original organizations of the Fort Worth Women’s Club. From the beginning, the branch focused on education for young women. They began a local scholarship to be given annually from proceeds raised that year.  They bought dresses and shoes for high school graduates, In those days it was rare for a girl to graduate from high school, and most of them had no means of providing for a graduation dress.

In both WWI and WWII the branch supported the war effort through countless projects. In 1929, AAUW had determined to raise $1 million for its new what would become its Educational Foundation. In spite of a broken stock market and the beginning of the Great Depression, AAUW and EF succeeded, raising the first $1 million for post-graduate work for women; Fort Worth participated in that effort.

In the intervening years, the branch operated more or less as a social club, an extension of social climbing, until the 1970's when two remarkable women joined the branch. Dr. Virginia Sloan and Dr. D.A. Kollmeier felt education and equity for women and girls were more than slogans to be printed occasionally; they began a drive to raise $100,000 to endow the Virginia Sloan International Endowment, and they succeeded in record time.

With the racial wars of the 60's and 70's, tension grew between those members who wished the branch to be more inclusive and those who wished to restrict social and material movement. Because The Womanâ ™s Club felt threatened when a woman of color came to our meetings, the branch left The Womanâ ™s Club in 1987.

In the insuing years the branch has begun the D.A. Kollmeier EF Endowment and has reached the status of a Community Grant. The Branch has received several grants from EF: one for a door-hanger for women with small babies and children to remind them of healthy routines. Another came to endow the TexPrep project at Texas Wesleyan University, a summer preengineering project for high school boys and girls.

The Local Scholarship endowed money has grown to approximately $100,000 (through gifts, as well as some inheritances in wills), so the branch awards scholarship money every spring. Once a scholarship winner, the branch continues to support the young woman as long as she is a full-time student who has good grades and  at least a B average.

The branch actively participates every spring in the Expanding Your Horizons, a conference for middle-school girls to encourage them to consider careers in math and science.

The Fort Worth Texas Branch is one of the oldest in the state of Texas.
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