
CHANGES OVER TIME: GRAND PRAIRIE BRANCH ‘HERSTORY’



“Promote Education for Women and Girls”, “Equity”, “Lifelong Education”, and “Positive Societal Change” are central topics from the mission statement that help to guide the Grand Prairie Branch of AAUW.  Those shared goals and the spirit that grows from women working together have caused our branch to adapt and to modify how we go about addressing those issues.  They reflect our role in our community and the ways that we attempt to serve the interests of our membership. 

In June of 1969 when the AAUW charter was granted to a group of twenty-three ladies, the community needed a forum so that citizens could educate themselves about political candidates and issues of the time.  Thus from the late 60’s through the mid-80’s, the Grand Prairie Branch of AAUW sponsored such a forum focused on learning about  the  candidates for city offices, school board and state representative.  The last candidate forum AAUW sponsored was via a local-access television broadcast. 

Changes have been reflected in where we hold our meetings.  We have met in members’ homes, at the Chamber of Commerce, and at the Memorial Library.  The group prefers to meet in the evenings except when we have an outing together.   

Our annual outings provide a chance for members to socialize while we visit locations such as The Thistle Hill Mansion, The Amon Carter Museum, the Tarantula Train all in Ft. Worth.  We have also enjoyed together the Women’s Museum at Fair Park in Dallas and a visit to Comanche Peak Nuclear Power Plant near Glen Rose.

During the late 1980’s our branch became involved in sponsoring a local version of “Expanding Your Horizons”.  Aimed at middle school girls, we sponsored a speaker program made up of women from non-traditional careers encouraging them to consider a wide variety of careers. 

In recent years, The Grand Prairie Branch of AAUW has begun sponsoring a college awareness seminar for eighth grade girls. The annual event is called “YES YOU CAN!” and is designed to encourage girls to attend college.  It is a fast –paced, informative and fun event that provides information and encouragement.  We work closely with the school district to attract capable young ladies from our community who may have not have included college in their plans for the future.  Emphasis is placed on selecting challenging courses in high school and on ways to obtain financial assistance. 

The Grand Prairie Branch of AAUW recently received community recognition for sponsoring the “YES YOU CAN!” seminar.  The Grand Prairie Soroptimist International presented its “Women Helping Women” award for efforts involved in holding the seminar.

Dating back to 1982, The Grand Prairie Branch has awarded a college scholarship to a female who plans to enter a non-traditional career field.  In 2004 the name of the scholarship was officially changed to ‘The Gwen Zimmerman Memorial Scholarship’.  Gwen was the last active charter member of our branch and was deeply committed to the goals and objectives of AAUW.  Her intelligence, scholarship and dedication as a teaching nurse earned her the distinction of having the scholarship given in her memory.  Gwen served the organization faithfully from 1969 to her death in 2003. 

Change is reflected over time by the types of projects we undertake.  Recently several members volunteered at a clothing donation site to assist victims of Hurricane Katrina. 

 Members of the group make frequent donations to The Grand Prairie Food and Clothing Cooperative. Often the members donate items for a basket for the Friends of the Library silent auction

Symptomatic of how positive change can occur over time is the involvement shown by the Grand Prairie Branch in programs dealing with the issue of Domestic Violence.  The earliest formation of the local women’s shelter was encouraged by the group after the need was brought to our attention by a local minister.  Later the shelter developed into the fully-operational “Brighter Tomorrows” organization.  Several AAUW members are still involved in the on-going work of that group.

Change has been reflected when the popular “Readers”  group merged with a similar group.  The “Foreign Affairs” discussion group was one of our most popular interest groups for years.  


In the interest of the well being of our members, we had a female physician speak to group about the issue of breast cancer.

Life-long learning is a central objective with all of our members.   A local Episcopal Priest, Father Young, helped provide us insight into the complex issues of the Middle East based on his experience there as a military Chaplain.  Another program includes book reviews relating to diversity or women’s issues. One such book was the award-winning “Barefoot Heart”.  This children’s book reveals a touching story of a young migrant worker who strives for her education and becomes successful in the corporate world while at the same time remaining true to her culture and her family traditions. 

In the interest of societal and community awareness, our branch  hosts expert speakers on topics such as teen suicide, Children First counseling center, special events coordinator for the city, area  recycling programs, city engineers describing  plans that will effect the community, the efforts of the Local Historical Society  presented  by its founder Ruthe Jackson.

In an attempt to address the issues of  personal growth and self improvement, we held a series of programs we called “Mind, Body and Spirit”. Together we visited a yoga studio, took a field trip to an organic food store, and had a discussion about spirituality as practiced by some Native American tribes. 

The Grand Prairie Branch of AAUW is small in the number of its members, but our interests and our efforts are continually growing.
