The Huntsville Texas Branch

American Association of University Women
The Huntsville Branch of the American Association of University Women was organized on the campus of Sam Houston State Teachers College (now Sam Houston State University)in Huntsville, Texas on May 22, 1928.

On that date, a group of faculty women of the college met on the campus. They had been encouraged to organize an AAUW branch by Dr. Harry F. Estill, president of the college, and Miss Caroline Belvin, dean of women. A previously prepared constitution was adopted and officers were elected.  Elected were President, Miss Victoria Frels; Vice President, Miss Elsie McElhinney; Secretary, Miss Annie J. Workman; Treasurer, Miss Minnie Behrens.

Charter members were Miss Minnie Behrens, Miss Hazel Brown, Miss Bess 

Edwards, Miss Mary Estill, Miss Margaret Flintom, Miss Victoria Frels, Mrs. Ethel Blair Garrett, Miss Martha Kuch, Miss Lacy Landreth (later Mrs. Halsey), Miss Mamie Lister, Miss Elsie McElhinney, Miss Adelphia Mitchell, Miss Jessie Newell (later Mrs. Raby, Mrs. Montgomery),

Miss Emma Normand, Miss Harriet Smith, Miss Sue Thomason (later Mrs. 

Noordburg), Miss Adele Underwood, Miss Rosalie Williams and Miss Annie J. Workman.

The branch has met continuously since 1928 and the following members have held office at the state level: Dr. Evelyn Carrington, President of the Texas Division 1935-37; Miss Jessie Newell, Corresponding Secretary 1935-37 and also Chair of the Social Studies Committee, Member of the State Board, Member of Committee on Economic and Legal Status of Women 1944-46; Miss Elsie McElhinney, Chair of Membership Committee 1930-31; Mrs. Don O. Baird, Member of Committee on Economic and Legal Status of Women; Miss Lolie Smith, Chair of Arts Committee, Miss Emma Normand, Chair of Arts Committee and Member of State Board 

1947-49; Miss Mary Estill, Member of Education Committee, and Dr. Allena Pace, President of Texas Division 1969-71 and Member of State Board, as Recent Past President, 1971-73.

On March 17, 1982, the Huntsville branch began funding an endowed scholarship fund at Sam Houston State University, interest from which goes to scholarships for young women attending graduate school at the university.  That scholarship fund is now named for long time active members of the Huntsville branch, twin sisters Beulah Turner East and Bertha Turner (both now deceased), who are well-known for their services to the community and their outstanding ability to raise 

funds for the AAUW scholarships. Funds are added to the endowment each year from branch fundraising projects.

As is the case in many women's organizations at the beginning of the 21st century, the Huntsville branch has experienced a decline in membership and a decline in regular attendance at meetings.  The university has grown and there are more faculty members who could be members as well as public and private school teachers and other college educated women in the community but we get visitors who then tell us they are too busy to take on any additional tasks in the community.

We are known in the community as the fruitcake ladies and find this tradition continues to support our scholarship fund although many of the customers, like our members, seem to belong to the greying generation.

When I first joined AAUW at Edinburg in south Texas in 1963, I was told that AAUW was the first organization any young teacher should join and that membership in AAUW was the gateway to other forms of recognition in the community.  Because it was the first organization I joined as an adult, it holds a special place in my heart and I hope to continue my membership for a long time yet!

Beth Williamson

794A Round Prairie Rd
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Secretary, Huntsville branch, AAUW  

