LUFKIN
1978 - 1994
The Lufkin Branch of AAUW was organized in 1978 under the leadership of Texas Board Members Gladys Howard, Tyler and Lynnette Solomon, Nacogdoches.  The Branch was disbanded in 1994 after reaching a membership of 40 in 1993.  
Presidents serving to make this Branch’s mark on the community were:  Barbara Davis, 1978-79; Sharon Votsberger, 1979-80; Sue Lewis, 1980-81; Dolores Hodsden, 1981-82; Maggie Cherry, 1982-83; Carol Riggs, 1983-85; Elaine Hunter, 1985-87; Bobbie Twohig, 1987-89; Thalia Tierney, 1989-91;  Maryjane Cable,  1992-94. Carol Riggs also served as a Texas Division Board Member from 1992-94 and was State Board Secretary from 1994-96.  
Dolores Hodsden received an Association travelship to attend the Convention in Boston. Members from the Branch attended Association conventions in Albuquerque, Boston, Columbus, San Francisco, Houston, Portland, and Austin. The Branch also had delegates attend the state convention each biennium of it existence. 
Major program emphasis for the branch involved issues relevant to the community such as legal issues for women, women’s medical issues, drug/parenting programs, education issues, teen pregnancy, self-defense for women, and initiative for education equity. Major program speakers included Charles Wilson, U. S. Congressional Representative for Texas and Mary Perkins, State Board of Education Member.
During this period, the Branch sponsored two Expanding Your Horizons career conferences for girls.  In cooperation with Angelina College, the events drew large crowds from grades 6-8.  Presenters represented a wide range of women from occupations involving math and science.  Highlight of the conferences was keynote speaker, Shannon W. Lucid, NASA astronaut.
The perception of former members is that the branch failed because of the difficulty in getting very busy women to serve in leadership positions. When the branch was dissolved, the remaining fund balance was given the AAUW Educational Foundation.

