HISTORY OF THE POLK COUNTY  BRANCH AAUW

    Dr. Allena Pace, of the Huntsville, TX AAUW, and Mrs. Leland Best, of the Beaumont, TX AAUW, were instrumental in establishing a new branch in East Texas in 1981.  Our charter members were teachers, librarians, home economists and county agents.  At the present time our membership has expanded to include doctors, veterinarians, lawyers, college professors and administrators.  All of our members are involved as volunteers in the community.

    Higher education has been an expressed value of the members of our Polk County Branch AAUW.  Though small in number, we have established a scholarship for a local high school girl, funded by our annual book sale held at the local Wal-Mart store.  Since the beginning, the scholarship has increased from $150.00 to over $1000.00 

    The Polk County Branch AAUW has organized projects to include a workshop for career opportunities for middle school girls, a voter registration drive, toys for an empty stocking fund at Christmas, supplies for The SAAFE HOUSE for abused women, and an immediate fund for special family needs through the University of Texas Medical Branch.  We have supported the National Legal Advocacy Fund and the Eleanor Roosevelt Education Foundation for many years.

    Our branch meets on the fourth Monday of each month from September through May.  We meet in the homes of our members or at our community rooms in the Chamber of Commerce or the Polk County Museum.  Our recent programs include local speakers on subjects of interest such as water in East Texas, distance learning, Habitat for Humanity  and The Exchange Place (a safe environment for children and divorced parents).

New members in our Polk County Branch AAUW have found us through the 

aauwtexas.org website or our local paper, The Enterprise.  The women have said that AAUW has expanded their awareness of the area and created networks and friendships they would not have otherwise known.
