AAUW TYLER BRANCH HISTORY

The Tyler Branch of the American Association of University Women was born on November 19, 1931.  On that date, Mrs. R.W. Fair and a group of her friends, all university graduates, met to organize a Tyler Branch of the American Association of University Women.  Miss Lucy Marsh was elected president of the fledgling group, which soon boasted 45 charter members.  Most were new residents to Tyler who had held offices in other AAUW branches.  Although there were other women’s art, book, and study groups in Tyler at the time, AAUW was unique in that members were required to hold a bachelor’s degree from an approved college or university.  

The first study groups of the organization were International Relations, Child Study, and a Book Circle whose members didn’t meet, but only swapped books.  Out of one of those study groups came the impetus for a nursery school founded by the branch.  That school, whose first teachers were all AAUW volunteers, was the forerunner of the Caldwell Playschool.   

Throughout its existence, the Tyler Branch has focused on education, the rights of women, and cultural arts.  In the 30’s, the Branch established an activity nursery school.  The Branch promoted children’s theater and foreign arts films during the 40’s.  

In the next decade, members of the Branch successfully campaigned for the first woman to hold elected office in the community and worked to get fluoride added to the local water supply.  To raise money for local scholarships and the AAUW Educational Foundation, the Branch produced years of holiday home tours from the late 60’s to the present, helped to develop Tyler Heritage on Tour, and published the Delicious Degrees cookbook.  

During the final three decades of the century, the Branch presented an annual public storytelling event and worked to establish the Academic Decathlon within the Tyler Independent School District.  We continue to work with Tyler Junior College and a coalition of civic groups to present Expanding Your Horizons™ math, science, and computer technology conferences for area middle school girls; with East Texas State Fair to encourage a strong emphasis on academics through the Academic Rodeo; and with area high schools to develop an alumni network of branch members.  For several years, we presented a public forum to help parents and middle school students prepare financially and academically for college.

The Tyler branch was a consistent winner of the Association Five Star Award and has received the Association’s highest 21st century Branch Award, the Platinum Level.  A Tyler Branch 21st Century Project is Great Decisions 2005, which is a grassroots educational program of the Foreign Policy Association, a non-governmental, non-profit organization.  Sponsors in Tyler are the American Association of University Women, the League of Women Voters, and the Tyler Public Library. Eight Issues of International Significance are included in this program.

A Brief History of the Scholarship Program

· A Tyler Junior College Scholarship was begun back in the 1940’s, perhaps earlier.

· Then a scholarship was offered to Texas College.

· These were the only two scholarships offered until 1979 (according to a history worked up by Paula Buck).

· 1979 – The UTT endowed scholarship was completed.  At which time it was removed from AAUW’s jurisdiction and input.

· Also in 1979 three (3) possible scholarships were offered (not necessarily awarded) to Robert E. Lee, John Tyler and Gorman.  Any configuration was permitted – i.e., 2 to JT, 1 to Gorman, none to Lee.  The amount ranged from $300 to $900 (dependent on the amount of money earned from fundraisers).

· 1985 – The branch began offering the Scott scholarship ($1000) to one of its members.  It has continued to be offered.

· 1985 - Vickie Geisel petitioned the branch for a Displaced Homemaker’s Scholarship.

· 1988 – The first Single Parent scholarship was offered (it could be used for a 2 year program, something to get the mother into the workplace, didn’t stress a degree).

· After 1988 Gorman was moved into a pool for consideration along with Whitehouse, Lindale and Chapel Hill.

· During the early 1990’s the Texas College scholarship was dropped.

· About 1994 the scholarships were increased in amount to $1500 and limited to Robert E. Lee and John Tyler.  The scholarship has always been offered to Tyler Junior College.

· In 1999 AAUW and TJC established an endowed EYH scholarship.  The selection is made by TJC, but a recommended qualification is having participated in the EYH conference. 

· 2000 Upon the death of Bridgett Mann, the TJC scholarship was renamed the Bridgett Mann Tyler Junior College Memorial Scholarship.

