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GREATER HOUSTON AREA INTERBRANCH COUNCIL OF AAUW
BYLAWS

ARTICLE 1 – NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Greater Houston Area Interbranch Council of the American Association of University Women.

ARTICLE 11 – PURPOSE

The purpose of this Interbranch Council shall be:

1. To open channels of communication among branches for sharing ideas and interests, especially in the areas of common state and local government jurisdictions.

2. To alert branches early to the need for study and/or action on area issues and programs.

3. To take action on national and state issues which concur with the program and action initiated by the Association and the Texas Division.

4. To engage in activities which will encourage branch membership, and enhance and promote the program of AAUW.

ARTICLE III – USE OF NAME
Section 1. Association Program and Policies.  The policies and program of the Association shall be binding on the Interbranch Council and its embers; no action shall be taken on national, state or area matters which is in conflict with, or in opposition to, the policies and principles of the Association and the Texas Division.

Section 2. Endorsement by member Branches.  Upon written request directed to the President of the Council, a Member Branch may stipulate that its name not be publicly listed as a member of the Interbranch Council and/or that it not be publicly identified with any specific issue or program.  Such a branch, however, shall not take any action in conflict with the action of the Interbranch Council on area-wide issues.

ARTICLE IV – MEMBERSHIP
Section 1. Eligibility.  All AAUW branches in the Greater Houston Area shall be eligible for membership in the Interbranch Council.  Upon payment of annual dues, an eligible branch shall become a Member Branch in good standing, and shall be entitled to all privileges of membership in the Council including voting and written notification of all meetings.
Section 2. Branch Representation.  All meetings of the Council shall be open to all members of all Member Branches of the Council.  All members shall be afforded the opportunity to speak or debate on any issue.

Section 3. Dues.  The Interbranch Council may determine the amount of its annual dues at any regular meeting by majority vote of those Member Branches attending, provided that notice of the proposed dues change has been given at the previous meeting, and that notice of the vote on the proposed change has been sent to all Member Branches in the meeting’s written agenda.

Annual dues of all Member Branches shall be due and payable May 1 of each calendar year.  Those Member Branches failing to submit payment of annual dues before October 31 shall automatically relinquish all privileges of membership, including voting rights, and shall be dropped from the list of Member Branches.

ARTICLE V – OFFICERS
Section 1. Elected Officers.  The elected officers of the Interbranch Council shall be a President, a Vice-President, a Recording Secretary-Treasurer, and a Corresponding Secretary.  Each office of the Council shall be a member in good standing of a Member Branch, but shall not serve concurrently as the Member Branch’s designated voting delegate.

Section 2. Duties of Officers.

a. The President of the Interbranch Council shall:

1. Preside at all meetings of the Council and the Executive Committee;

2. Prepare the agenda for each regular or special meeting, and initiate the Call;

3. Appoint committee members and serve as ex officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee;

4. Serve as the official representative of the Council as the Council may direct;

5. Perform such other duties as directed by the Council.

b. The Vice-President of the Interbranch Council shall:

1. Assume the duties and powers of the President for the duration of the President’s absence, or in the event of the President’s disability;

2. Direct the planning and implementation of all Council meeting programs;

3. Perform such other duties as directed by the President or the Council.

c. The Recording Secretary-Treasurer of the Interbranch Council shall:
1. Be responsible for the Council’s official records including the minutes of all meetings of the Council and Executive Committee;

2. Collect dues and other monies as directed by the Council, and disburse them as the Council or the President may direct;

3. Submit financial records for audit at the end of the fiscal year;

4. Perform such other duties as directed by the President or the Council.

d. The Corresponding Secretary of the Interbranch Council shall:

1. Notify Member Branches of all regular and special Council meetings;

2. Prepare and send meeting notices to branches as directed;

3. Inform the Texas State Division President of all Council action by sending notices of meetings, and such other information as may be appropriate;

4. Have charge of such correspondence of the Council as is delegated by the Council or the President;

5. Perform such other duties as directed by the President or the Council.

Section 3. Term of Office.  All officers shall serve for a term of one (1) year or until their successors are elected and take office.  All officers shall take office each year on July 1.  No officer shall serve more than two (2) consecutive terms in the same office.
Section 4. Nominations and Elections.

a. Nominations.  A Nominating Committee of at least three (3) persons shall be elected no later than November at a regular Council meeting.  It shall prepare a slate of nominees to be presented at the regular meeting preceding the Annual Meeting in May.  Nominations may be made from the floor at the time of the election, provided the written consent of any such nominee has been previously obtained.

b. Elections.  Elections shall be held each year at the Annual Meeting of the Council.  Voting shall be by ballot, and a majority of the votes cast shall be necessary for election.  In cases in which there shall be but one nominee for office, the vote may be taken by voice.

c. Vacancies.  In case of vacancy in the office of the President, the Vice-President shall succeed.  The Council shall fill all other vacancies in office through election by majority vote at any regular or special meeting, provided that the notice of such election shall have been sent to all Member Branches with the Call of the Meeting.

ARTICLE VI – MEETINGS AND QUORUM

Section 1. Meetings.  A written call for each meeting shall be sent to each Member Branch.

a. Regular Meetings.  Regular Meetings of the Council shall be held no less than four times yearly.

b. Special Meetings.  Special Meetings may be called by the President, or shall be called upon written request by any two (2) Member Branches of the Council.

c. Annual Meeting.  The regular meeting held during the month of May shall be designated as the Annual Meeting, and shall be for the purpose of electing officers, receiving reports of officers and committees, and for such other business as may properly arise.

Section 2. Quorum.  Branch Presidents or Designated Voting Delegates from a majority of the Member Branches shall constitute a quorum for any regular or special Council meeting.

ARTICLE VII – VOTING

Section 1.  Voting Authorization.  Each Member Branch shall be entitled to one vote, and that one vote shall be cast only by the Branch President or by the Designated Voting Delegate of the branch.  However, when the Council votes on procedural and administrative matters within the Council, each elected Council officer shall also be eligible to cast one vote.

Section 2. Voting Procedures.  With prior notice, any matter to be voted upon by the Council shall require a majority vote of those present and voting who are authorized to vote.  Without prior notice, any matter to be voted upon by the Council shall require a two-thirds (2/3’rds) vote of those present and voting who are authorized to vote.

ARTICLE VII – EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Section 1. Meetings.  The Executive Committee of the Interbranch Council shall be composed of the elected officers of the Council.  Meetings of the Executive Committee shall be at the request of the President or shall be called upon request by any two (2) other Council officers.  A majority of the members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum.
Section 2. Duties.  The Executive Committee shall:

a. Assist in establishing the priority of agenda items;

b. Under the direction of the Vice-President, provide input and assistance in planning Council programs;

c. Have emergency power to carry on the business of the Council in conformity with established policies;

d. Be subject to the orders of the Council and report all of its action to the Council.

ARTICLE IX – COMMITTEES

Section 1. Standing Committees.

a. Public Policy Committee.  There shall be an Interbranch stand committee concerned with the work of the Public Policy Program.

b. Other Standing Committees.  There shall be such additional standing committees as shall be considered necessary by the Council.

Section 2. Special Committees.  There shall be such special committees as may be considered necessary by the Council.

Section 3. Committee Members.  Except as otherwise provided in these bylaws, committee members shall be appointed by the President of the Council.

ARTICLE X – PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

The Rules contained in Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised shall govern the Council in all cases in which they are applicable, and in which they are not inconsistent with these bylaws or the bylaws of the Association or the Texas Division.

ARTICLE XI – AMENDMENT

Provisions of these bylaws may be amended upon written notice to all Member Branches in accordance with the rules for a written vote, except that the decision for amendment to the bylaws shall receive at least an affirmative majority vote of all Member Branches of the Council.

Revised and Amended May 1989
